International study geared up for the spring -

Lighting of the
Quad gets the
campus in the
Christmas spirit.
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By Maggie Burks
Staff Writer

With the donation of a welcome sign to be
located on the Clinton Parkway, the Mississippi
College graduating class of 2005 chose to honor
the lives of Beth Finch of Clinton, Lindsay Miller
of Pascagoula, and Maksim Sisoev of Uzbekistan.
The heads of the class met last year to discuss
plans for a senior gift, and almost immediately,
the idea for the sign was introduced.

"The classes of 1885 and 1935 paid for the two
main gates on the campus, and how fitting it is for
the class of 2005 to pay for this memorial sign on
the Parkway in honor of our deceased students,"
said Lee Raoyce, president of Mississippi College.

The three MC students, Finch, Miller, and
Sisoev were Killed in the fall of 2004 in an
accident on 1-10 while en route to Miller's home
in Pascagoula for her younger brother's birthday
party. The campus came together in prayer and
support to cope with the irreparable loss, and
united again along with the Clinton community to
share their memory with generations to come.

"The sign serves a two-fold purpose. It gives

Monument to honor

the college a small sign on an edge of campus
where there is none, while constantly reminding
those who drive by it of the students (and friends)
we lost," said Jeana Elizondo, president of the
graduating class. Elizondo said that many
students knew that they wanted to honor the three
late students's memory; working with Mike
Robertson, former SGA president, and other
student leaders in the 2005 class, the team made
the idea a reality.

"Mike started calling contractors and getting
bids, and we started mailing out letters to alumni,
students, faculty, and the Clinton community. The
response was overwhelming," said Elizondo. The
response in fact was beyond the committee's
expected goal, allowing for other needs for the
project to be met.

The brick sign will read "Welcome to
Mississipi College" and will be located on the
Corner of College Street and Clinton Parkway,
across from First Baptist Church of Clinton.
Measuring 12' by 8', the sign will have bronze
features and will have three raised plaques, each
spotlighting the lives of each student. At night
these plaques will be lit.

Ives OT three students

Lance Clay, director
of Alumni Affairs at
MC, was an advisor to
the senior students and
helped guide their
efforts. According to
Clay, the plaques are
ordered, and everything
is in order to begin
work on the sign.
Groundbreaking on the
project began in late
October  and  the
administration

"hopefully anticipates” seeing the completion of
the sign by early 2006. A dedication ceremony
with those involved with the project, the families
of the victims, and MC administration will be
held shortly after the sign is completed.

"The sign will serve as a reminder that life is
fleeting, and we should cherish everything and
everyone that God has provided us with,"
Elizondo said. "I think that is the most important
part. The sign will be a lasting tribute to the
legacy that Lindsay, Beth, and Maksim left to us."
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The memorial
will be placed at
this location at
the intersection
of College Street
and the Clinton
Parkway. It will
likely be
complete in
2006.

Choctaw people grant approval of mascot

By Jenna L. Talbert
Assistant Editor

The fate of the Mississippi College Choctaws
has been up in the air since the beginning of the
semester. However, a recent decision by the
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians is bringing
the issue one step closer to resolution.
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Phillip Martin

In early August, the National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA) announced that any
school with a mascot or nickname deemed
"hostile or abusive" would no longer be allowed
to host postseason tournaments. This ruling has
caused a conundrum for many, including MC.

MC's wish to appeal was almost immediate;
but, approval by the Mississippi Band of Choctaw
Indians was needed if the appeal was to have any
hope for success. This approval was granted
through a resolution that was passed on Oct. 11,
2005.

According to Chassidy Wilson, director of the
Office of Public Information for the Mississippi
Band of Choctaw Indians, the resolution
"reaffirms its ongoing support for the name
'‘Choctaw' and related symbols used by
Mississippi College." The resolution also allowed
Chief Phillip Martin to write a letter of
endorsement to be presented to the NCAA during
the appeal.

Wilson said that the relationship between MC
and the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians is
historical and important to the tribe. MC lies in
what used to be known as "Choctaw territory"
and part of the old Indian trail, now known as the
Natchez Trace, ran through campus. Since 1953,
50 members of the tribe have attended MC.

Lee Royce, president of MC, is hopeful that
the fate of MC's beloved mascot will be

satisfactory to all involved. Although the decision
to appeal the NCAA ruling has not yet been set in
stone, Royce is confident that the appeal will go
forward.

"l fully expect us to appeal the ruling
forbidding Native American names or symbols
being used in post season play. We have the full
endorsement of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw
Indians to use the name Choctaw, and we will
include their endorsement in our appeal. | hope
we will be able to retain the Choctaw name," said
Royce.

In a letter to Royce, Martin requested that the
name not be shortened to "Chocs" and that MC
seek tribal approval before using a mascot in
relation to the Choctaw name.

"To accommodate Chief Martin's request we
will need to publish policies to make sure that we
do not shorten the name Choctaw to "Chocs"
when we use the name," said Royce.

The decision to appeal will be made at the
December meeting of the Board of Directors. The
deadline to appeal is Feb. 1, 2006.

A survey regarding the use of the Choctaw
name was recently made available to members of
MC's constituency, as requested by the NCAA.
The survey is available at
www.mc.edu/students/surveys/NCAA_Choctaw.
php. The deadline for completion of the survey is
Dec. 9. All are encouraged to participate.






